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It has been one year since Hurricane Katrina, and still, there are reminders throughout New Orleans:  Piles of de-
bris, vacant houses, battered neighborhoods, a fragile infrastructure.  But among the ruins, hope remains.  Schools 
are reopening.  Healthcare services are slowly returning.  Businesses are up and running.  Tourists are returning, 
as hotels and attractions reopen.   Even condominium developments are picking up steam and investors.  

In the midst of it all is Wink Companies, LLC Architecture department.   Located in new of• ces in the Energy 
Centre at 1100 Poydras Street,  in New Orleans’ CBD, the Architecture department, along with Wink’s commercial 
Mechanical/Electrical/Structural/Civil engineering staff, is poised to play a part in New Orleans’ renaissance.  The 
move to the 6,000 square foot Central Business District location took place earlier this year. 

“Downtown New Orleans is the ideal new home for our Architectural staff ,” says 
Larry Wink, CEO.  “So many key building projects are underway there.  Our 
architects and commercial engineers need to be there, in the middle of it all.  
The central location also allows us to better serve our clients.”   

Wink’s Architecture department was established in 1989 to complement the 
company’s existing engineering services and to offer a seamless “one-stop” 
source for building design services. 

The department (some of its members are pictured below) is managed by 
Donald P. Helgeson, AIA, and offers a full range of architectural, interior de-
sign, construction documents, and construction administration services.  Proj-
ect types have also evolved to include government and institutional faci lities, 
healthcare, hospitality, resorts, hotels, casinos, corporate, industrial and retail 
design. 

Wink’s Architecture projects can be found down the street and across the 
world.  One design team is work-
ing on designs and renderings 
for a new condominium develop-
ment in downtown New Orleans.  
Another is creating 3D animations 
for an exciting North African proj-
ect.  Many other projects • ll the 
department’s growing portfolio.
  

In addition to computer-aided de-
sign capabilities,  Wink’s multi-dis-

cipline engineering and survey services complement the Architecture 
department.  The commercial Mechanical/Electrical/Structural/Civil 
engineering staff, led by Michael E. Herzog, P.E., shares the downtown 
New Orleans of• ce and often provides support, while working on an arr ay of rebuilding projects, primarily in New 
Orleans.  “Our downtown of• ces represent our commitment to rebuilding New Orleans,” says Larry Wink.  The new 
of• ces, he adds, will enable the company to increase the architecture staff and expand the company ’s architectural 
portfolio into new markets and design types.  “This marks a new era of growth and excellence for our architecture 
department.”
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Some of Wink Architecture’s Recently Completed Projects...

Laboratory Expansion, Chevron Chemical Co.
Oak Point Oronite Plant
Belle Chasse, LA  
Wink designed 6,600 square feet of additional space for the lab, oversaw 
its two-phase construction, and made sure that lab operations were 
undisturbed.  Construction cost was $3.2 million. 

South Gaming Expansion, Grand Casino Avoyelles
Marksville, LA
This $2.3 million project involved a fast-t rack new addition at the Grand 
Casino Avoyelles (now Paragon Casino) in Marksville, LA.  It included 17,000 
square feet of gaming with support spaces.  Design and construction were 
completed  in 3 ½ months. 

Three-Phase Hotel Renovation, Hotel Monteleone
New Orleans, LA
Wink’s architectural team was asked to handle a major overhaul of the hotel.
The project consisted of three phases and involved renovations to hotel 
rooms, as well as upgrades to elevators, and • re alarm, sprinkler, HVAC 
units.  Construction cost for the project was approximately $28.6 mil lion.  

Julia Street Cruise Ship Terminal –  Phases 1 & 2
Port of New Orleans
New Orleans, LA
The Architecture team oversaw renovations of the Julia Street Wharf Cruise 
ship terminal for the Port of New Orleans.  The project consisted of the 
construction of a drop-off canopy and driveway; reno vation of the existing 
cruise terminal space; expansion within the existing building; and baggage 
expansion.  Construction cost:  $2.1 million.

 

•  New Orleans Public Belt Railroad
    Improvements  
    New Orleans, LA  
    Projected Completion: May 2008   
    
•  Cypress Village Planned Unit
    Development
    Orange Beach, AL
    Projected Completion:  To Be Determined
    
•   Capital One  Bank
    (Renovation of Civic Center Branch)
    Chalmette, LA
    Projected Completion: January 2007
    Projected Cost:  To Be Determined

•   Riverview at Julia, LLC
    New Orleans, LA 
    96-Unit Luxury Condo
    Projected Completion:  April 2009
    Projected Const. Cost:  $75 million  

•  Greater New Orleans Industrial Educational
    Council (GNOIEC) Facility
    St. Rose, LA
    Under Construction/Const. Cost:  $2.8 million

•  Hamidou Twin Of•  ce Tower Development
    Algiers, Algieria, North Africa
    Projected Completion:  June 2009
    Projected Const. Cost:  $155 million

... and A Few More Now Underway.



 

•  Tulane Environmental Lab Energy Transfer      
    Station,  New Orleans, LA
    Projected Completion: December 2006
 
•  Motiva RCCU Control Room HVAC System 
    Upgrade
    Norco, LA  -- Projected Completion: April 2007

•  Paragon Casino,   Marksville, LA 
    Impro vements to • rewater/domestic water systems 
    Projected Completion: TBD

  •  L SU Health Sciences Center Restoration
     &  Mitigation 
     New Orleans, LA
     Projected Completion:  TBD

  •  Tulane University Physical Plant
     Expansion Power Plant Expansion & 
     Electrical Switchgear  Replacement
     New Orleans, LA 
    *Architectural services also provided. 
     Projected Completion: May 2007

Commercial Engineering Team Stays Busy In Downtown N.O.

Working downtown with the A rchitecture department is Wink’s commercial Mechanical/Electrical and 
Civil/Structural Engineering team.  Led by Michael E. Herzog, P.E., the team - which continues to 
grow -- is involved in a variety of commercial, healthcare and campus engineering projects.  Below, a 
sampling of current projects:  

Designing Higher, Dryer and Stronger in a “Post-K”  World

     As New Orleans and the Gulf South rebuild, Architects and Engineers are applying valuable 
     lessons learned to the buildings they design.  Below are just some of the considerations
     involved in the post-Katrina design process:  

       • Buildings are being designed for higher wind loads than those required by code. This involves   
  lateral bracing, moment connections, heavier structures in general, and designing for stronger  
  resistance to wind uplift on rooftops.
 
    • Exterior walls are being designed to resist missile impact. Openings such as windows,
          doors and louvers also are being speci• ed for strength. Testing for these components
          involves shooting a 2 x 4 wood structural member out of a cannon.
 
     • For Flood Control, the lowest • oor level above grade must meet the cur rent base • ood
        elevation determined by FEMA. This currently should be met either at the base • ood
         elevation level set in 1985, or at 3’ above the height of the existing grade -- whichever 
      is higher. Exceptions are made if waterproo• ng is used to prevent water intrusion.
        Some designs also place • oors or equipment higher than the base • ood elevation to
        protect building contents and avoid any interruptions to building operations.
 
   • Public safety, hospitals, jail facilities and other emergency or key government facilities
         must have back power generators to avoid any interruptions to service.  In addition to raising 
  equipment in these buildings to locations above potential • ood waters, building designs must
        also provide for enough on-site fuel storage to continue usage for a set amount
         of time. These types of essential facilities must also have access to clean water and
         sewerage holding tanks.
   
   “Most clients of the past asked for buildings that were attractive, functional, and  ef• cient.  Others
  have wanted to ‘make a statement’ with their building design,”  explains A rchitecture department 
  manager Don Helgeson. “Many still want that, but w ith a new requirement: A building that will 
    withstand the forces of a hurricane.  That is a requirement that we are committed to meeting.”  
   



Final Notes From The Architecture Department 
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Farewell, Jim

In 1989, James K. Lee, 
AIA, joined Wink’s new 
Architecture department.  
A former Senior Architect 
for the City of New 
Orleans, Jim played a key 
role in developing and 
leading the department. 

Over the years he has 
managed and designed projects for government 
and institutional clients, and has overseen many 
specialized industrial building projects.  Post Katrina, 
Jim moved to Baton Rouge to be closer to his family 
and to take on new opportunities as part of the staff 
of the Louisiana State Fire Marshal.  As a co-worker, 
Jim will be missed by his colleagues at Wink.  We look 
forward to our continued communications with him on 
behalf of our many Architecture clients, and we wish 

Hello, Nicole

Nicole Dufour recently 
joined Wink Companies, LLC 
as Business Development 
Manager for Architecture.  

In this role, Nicole is 
working with Don Helgeson 
and the Architecture staff 
to determine new project 
opportunities in New Orleans 

and beyond.  She is also overseeing the department’s 
promotional and strategic planning efforts.   Prior to 
joining Wink, Nicole was director of marketing for one of 
New Orleans’ largest architecture ! rms.    

Nicole is based at Wink’s Architecture of! ces in 
downtown New Orleans.  She can be reached at 
504.782.6617 or nldufour@winkinc.com.

   The Wink Report® is prepared by Wink Companies, LLC as a service for clients, associates, and others in
   the professional design and construction industries.  The articles contained in The Wink Report® are 
   intended for informational use only, and are not meant to be a substitute for professional consultation and 
   analysis.  Inquiries may be directed to  Wink Companies’ Vice President of Business Development, 
   Reba Capers , at the St. Charles Of! ce:  504.468.4624 , or rcapers@winkinc.com .


